On examination the external organs of generation were found perfect, excepting that the entrance to the vagina was completely closed by a cicatrix which had a soft feel. The uterus was felt above the pubes as a hard irregular tumour. The urethra admitted of the introduction of an ordinary female catheter.
treatment received from the midwives in attendance, and stated that for the last two years she has had no menstrual discharge, though the periodical molimina have not been absent. During this period she says her sufferings are great.
When she applied for advice, she complained chiefly of difficult micturition, obstinate constipation, relieved only by purgative medicines, want of appetite and sleep. She had been treated by native practitioners without relief.
On examination the external organs of generation were found perfect, excepting that the entrance to the vagina was completely closed by a cicatrix which had a soft feel. The uterus was felt above the pubes as a hard irregular tumour. The urethra admitted of the introduction of an ordinary female catheter.
The patient stated that her last labour, two years ago, was a very severe one, and that she suffered much for three days. She was told it was a case of footling presentation, and she blames the rough treatment she underwent at the hands of three native midwives, who were in attendance, for her present unfortunate condition. From the force used by these women to effect delivery the body of the child had been severed from the head, which was extracted piecemeal on the following day. She Another matter for surprise is that the uterine organs should have continued to perform their functions under these discouraging circumstances. It is worthy of notice that on the twelfth day after the operation the menses appeared, and were said to be free. On the following day, however, they were reported copious and said to contain coagula.
When I examined the patient twenty-five days after the operation, the speculum passed freely, and I have no doubt that she eventually made a good recovery, It would have been more satisfactory had she remained under observation until she was thoroughly well, but she thought that she had been too long absent from home, and she was so anxious to return that she was permitted to leave.
